
   

The Port of Goderich Welcomes the First Vessel of the 
2020 Shipping Season 

The Algoma Sault arrived at the Parrish and Heimbecker elevator today to become the first vessel of the 

2020 shipping season. 

“Parrish and Heimbecker is proud to carry on the Top Hat tradition at Goderich Elevators starting the 

year off with 29K tonnes of western wheat from Thunder Bay to be unloaded at the two elevators in 

Goderich. This will provide a much needed cargo to various mills in Ontario”  said Calvin Kerr, Manager 

of the Goderich Elevator. 

This is normally a time for celebration as the first vessel often herald’s the arrival of spring. 

Traditionally, Captain Raymond Schrempf would be welcomed with the Top Hat ceremony. 

This tradition dates back to the 1930s, and has its roots in early Great Lakes shipping, when it was often 

a race to get into Port first after the ice breaks up.  

“Due to the extraordinary situation with the COVID-19 pandemic, the Town and Port have elected not to 

have any public gathering to mark this occasion. Never the less it is an honor to welcome the crew of the 

Algoma Sault to our Port” said John C. Grace, Mayor of the Town of Goderich. 

“The Algoma Sault and its crew will be welcomed in a more traditional way on a future visit” said 

Rowland Howe, President of GPMC. GPMC is the company charged with managing the Port operations 

for the Town of Goderich. 

Great Lakes shipping provides enormous economic benefits for the region and makes it accessible from 

anywhere on the globe. Marine transportation is a clean, efficient and economic option for transporting 

a wide range of cargo. 

A recent study in 2017 carried out by respected economic consultants Martin Associates of Lancaster, 

Pennsylvania, highlighted that activity of the Port of Goderich supports 2,774 jobs. In addition, the study 

found that maritime commerce on the waterway in 2017 supported $397.9 million in economic activity, 

$57.5 million in annual personal income, and $76.2 million in federal and province tax revenue. 

In the same year ports and marine terminals on the Great Lakes Seaway System handled 285 million 

metric tons of cargo valued at $15.2 billion. This cargo included grain, iron ore, coal, manufactured iron 

and steel products, heavy lift/project cargoes, and salt. 

“Recent new development in the Port of Goderich improves and diversifies cargo capabilities; this also 

positions us to move into future planned development once the value is realized and further 

investments are secured.” said Rowland Howe. 
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The bulk carrier Algoma Sault is the first boat of the 2020 shipping season to arrive in the Port of Goderich 


