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GLOSSARY 

Term Definition 
Above Sea Level (ASL) The distance above mean ocean height of a given location.  
Alternative Methods Different ways of carrying out the proposed undertaking. 
Alternatives To Functionally different ways of approaching and dealing with a problem 

or opportunity. 
Armour Stones Large rocks used to protect shorelines from erosion caused by large 

waves. 
Bollard A thick post mounted to a wharf used for securing ships with mooring 

lines. 
Borehole A hole that is drilled into the earth with the intent of sampling 

subsurface and/or bedrock geology. 
Breakwall A wall structure composed of large rocks with the purpose of protecting 

shorelines from waves and longshore drift (also called a 
“Rubblemound”).  A north and south breakwall are present at Goderich 
Harbour. 

Bubble Curtain A system that produces air bubbles under the water’s surface, arranged 
to act as a barrier to fish or for the propagation of waves and/or the 
spreading of contaminants. 

Built Heritage Feature One or more significant buildings, structures, monuments, installations, 
or remains associated with architectural, cultural, social, political, 
economic or military history and identified as being important to a 
community. These resources may be identified through designation or 
heritage conservation easement under the Ontario Heritage Act, or listed 
by local, provincial or federal jurisdictions (also called a “Built Heritage 
Resource”). 

Built Heritage Resource See “Built Heritage Feature”. 
Carbon Monoxide (CO) A common air pollutant produced as a by-product from the combustion 

of carbon-based fuel. 
Concrete Caisson A concrete shell used as a foundation or substructure that is placed in 

location and filled with concrete or other ballast materials. 
Confined Fill Contaminated fill (rubble, stones, concrete, brick and loose earth) 

according to criteria described in Fill Quality Guidelines and Best 
Management Practices for Shore Infilling in Ontario (MOE 2011). 

Coniferous Forest A vegetation community dominated by coniferous trees, with coniferous 
species >75% of total tree canopy cover. 

Construction Erection, alteration, repair, dismantling, demolition, structural 
maintenance, land clearing, earth moving, grading, infilling, excavating, 
trenching, digging, boring, drilling, or concreting, the installation of any 
machinery of plant, and any work undertaking in connection with the 
Goderich Harbour Wharf Expansion. 

Construction Impacts Environmental effects that occur during the process of constructing a 
proposed undertaking, usually limited in duration (compare with 
operation and maintenance impacts and footprint impacts). 

Conveyor Mechanical apparatus that transports material from one location to 
another via a lengthy belt. 

Core Stone Coarse aggregate fill, usually encased by caissons or amour stone 
revetments. 
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Term Definition 
Cross-Section A drawing that shows the vertical dimensions and placement of facilities 

at a specific location; a “slice” through the facility. 
Cultural Meadow A vegetation community resulting from or maintained by human activity 

where tree and shrub cover is ≤25%, often having a high proportion of 
non-native species. 

Cultural Thicket A vegetation community resulting from or maintained by human activity 
where tree cover is ≤25% and shrub cover is >25%, often having a high 
proportion of non-native species. 

Cultural Woodland A vegetation community resulting from or maintained by human activity 
where tree cover is between 35% and 60%, often having a high 
proportion of non-native species. 

Deadman Anchor A buried plate, wall, or block that acts as a point of rigid support for a 
sheet pile. 

Decibel (dB) A unit of measurement of loudness as detected by the human ear and 
measured at designated receptors. 

Deciduous Forest A vegetation community dominated by deciduous trees, with deciduous 
species >75% of total tree canopy cover. 

Detail Design The exact engineering calculations and application of standards to locate 
and design all aspects of the arrangement of a facility’s components, 
including the solution to technical conflicts and application of all 
engineering and construction standards. 

Discharge Boom The conveyor structure that extends from the vessel during offloading. 
Dredgeate The material that is excavated during dredging. 
Dredging The action of using machinery to scoop or suction water body substrates 

with the purpose of deepening harbours and waterways. 
Drop Chute A device used to control and direct a falling stream of material from the 

end of a conveyor into a storage container below. 
Environmental Assessment 
Act 

A provincial statute that sets out a planning and decision-making process 
to evaluate the potential environmental effects of a proposed 
undertaking. 

Environmental 
Management Plan 

To be developed during the Detail Design to ensure that practices 
outlined in Section 6.0 of the Environmental Assessment Report are 
followed during construction, operations and maintenance phases of the 
project. 

Endangered  A wildlife species that is facing imminent extirpation (regional 
elimination) or extinction (global elimination). 

Filter Stone Natural stone used as a form of construction aggregate. 
Fish Habitat Bodies of water and substrate required for any of: fish spawning, 

breeding, feeding, and a place they can grow to maturity. 
Floodplain The width of a watercourse and its banks and other areas, the location 

and measurement of which is determined by the theoretical or practical 
extent of probable flooding at a set intensity (“the hundred year flood, 
the five year flood”). 

Fluvial Pertaining to watercourses. 
Footprint Impacts Environmental effects consisting of permanent displacement or loss of 

existing environmental features resulting from an undertaking (compare 
with construction impacts or operations and maintenance impacts). 

Goderich Port 
Management Corporation 

A not-for-profit organization that operates Goderich Port on behalf of 
the Town of Goderich.  Assumes management responsibilities for the 
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Term Definition 
(GPMC) port facilities, including: port maintenance; managing commercial ship 

traffic; infrastructure developments; collecting user fees; and, managing 
the Port’s finances and assets. 

Habitat The area of environment in which an organism or community of 
organisms lives. Habitat encompasses air, water, food, shelter, and space 
required for survival. 

Hazard Identification 
Beacon 

See “Warning Beacon”. 

Herpetofaunal Pertaining to reptile and amphibian wildlife. 
Infilling The placement of solid material, such as rubble, broken concrete, stone, 

loose earth, and granular material in abutting surface water for purposes 
such as creating structures and land (also called “Shore Infilling”). 

Leqs The equivalent steady sound level of a noise energy averaged over time. 
Level of Service (LOS) A performance measure of the operational conditions within a traffic 

stream, and the perception of those conditions by individuals within the 
traffic stream. 

Lowest Effect Level (LEL) As described in the Provincial Sediment Quality Guidelines (2008), the 
level of contamination that can be tolerated by the majority of sediment-
dwelling organisms.  Sediments meeting the LEL are considered clean to 
marginally polluted (also see ‘PSQG’). 

Littoral Drift The gradual process whereby non-cohesive sediments (i.e. sand) shift 
laterally due to waves meeting the shore at an oblique angle. 

Meadow Marsh A vegetation community flooded for a portion of the year, dominated by 
wetland species, with tree/shrub cover ≤25%. 

Ministry of Transportation 
(MTO) Book 12 

A manual released by the Ministry of Transportation (2001) 
recommending best practices for the design and operation of traffic 
signals. 

Mitigation The process of alleviating the effects of an impact. 
Ministry of the 
Environment – 
Environmental Assessment 
and Approvals Branch 
(MOE – EAAB) 

A division of the Ministry of the Environment responsible for the review 
and approval of Environmental Assessments in accordance with 
requirements outlined in the Environmental Assessment Act. 

Ministry of Tourism, 
Culture, and Sport 
(MTCS) 

Provincial government agency responsible for the promotion of 
sustainable tourism, community programs encouraging healthy 
lifestyles, and culture in relation to Ontario’s economic and social 
vitality.  The MTCS administers the Ontario Heritage Act and licenses 
archaeologists in the Province of Ontario. 

Mooring Dolphin A cluster of pilings or concrete caissons to which a boat or barge ties up 
(also called a warping dolphin). 

Nearshore Referring to the portion of the lake and lakebed relatively close to shore. 
Natural Heritage 
Information Centre 
(NHIC) 

Ontario’s Conservation Data Centre operated by the Ministry of Natural 
Resources.  Receives, reviews and distributes data and information about 
Ontario's rare species, plant communities, wildlife concentration areas 
and natural areas. 

No-slip Option A Goderich Harbour Wharf Expansion design alterative not involving 
the construction of a slipway, allowing for two freighter docking areas in 
the outer harbour. 
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Term Definition 
Official Plan A document prepared by a municipality detailing how land within the 

jurisdiction will be utilized as the community grows, integrating 
infrastructure requirements for present and future land use with 
environmental planning principles. 

Oxides of Nitrogen (NOx) Refers to nitrogen oxides (NO and NO2), common air pollutants formed 
during combustion that can react to produce smog and acid rain. 

PM2.5 A measure of atmospheric particulate matter for particles with a 
diameter of 2.5 µm (micrometres) or less.  Particles smaller than 2.5 µm 
are considered fine particulate matter. 

PM10 A measure of atmospheric particulate matter for particles with a 
diameter of 10 µm (micrometres) or less. Particles smaller than 10 µm 
are considered respirable suspended particles. 

Physiographic Region A portion of the Earth with common topography where climate and 
geological processes have influenced the formation of landforms distinct 
from surrounding areas. 

Phase 1 Environmental 
Site Assessment (ESA) 

An investigation to determine the environmental condition of a property.  
Includes the review of secondary resources and an evaluation of existing 
conditions as determined by an onsite investigation. 

Pit Run Gravel as found in natural deposits. 
Plan View Drawing that shows the horizontal dimensions and placement of 

facilities at a specific location; the “map” of the facility (contrast with 
profile). 

Primary Study Area The area in which development is planned to occur, comprised of the 
inner and outer harbours, a portion of Lake Huron, and a portion of 
North Harbour Road.   

Profile Drawing that shows the vertical dimensions and placement of facilities 
at a specific location; the “relief” of the facility (contrast with plan 
view). 

Proponent A person, agency, or organization who carries out or proposes to carry 
out an undertaking or is the owner or person having charge, management 
or control of an undertaking. 

Provincial Water Quality 
Objective (PWQO) 

A 1994 document released by the Ministry of Environment and Energy 
providing policy direction regarding the management of Ontario’s 
surface and groundwater resources. 

Provincial Sediment 
Quality Guidelines 
(PSQG) 

A 2008 document released by the Ministry of the Environment detailing 
guidelines for the identification, assessment, and management of 
contaminated sediments in Ontario (Also see “LEL” and “SEL”.) 

Public Information Centre 
(PIC) 

Open house or formal consultation opportunity for input by the public on 
matters concerning the project. 

Public Works and 
Government Services 
Canada (PWGSC) 

Federal government agency managing many central services and 
government operations, such as government contracts/purchases and 
managing government properties. 

Regulatory Agency 
Advisory Group (RAAG) 

An advisory committee for the Goderich Harbour Wharf Expansion, 
serving to share and exchange information related to the wharf 
expansion, offer advice to the study team, and review environmental 
documents. 

Riverwall A structure designed to confine a river within certain bounds, most often 
to prevent bank erosion and bank overflow, or to deepen and intensify a 
channel’s current. 
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Term Definition 
Rubblemound See “Breakwall”. 
Rumble Strip A series of raised pavement ridges perpendicular to a vehicle’s direction, 

creating noise from friction to alert motorists to lower speeds or avoid 
the edge of the road. 

Sailing Season The period of the year during which commercial shipping activities take 
place on the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Seaway. 

Secondary Study Area Adjacent to the area in which development is planned to occur.  Includes 
the south shoreline, Maitland River mouth, North Shore of the Maitland 
River, the Maitland River upstream of Mensetung Bridge, the deciduous 
woods south of North Harbour Road, and nearby residential, 
commercial, and industrial properties. 

Sensitive Receptor Locations at which individuals may be adversely affected by noise such 
as residences and public common areas. 

Severe Effect Level (SEL) As described in the PSQG (2008), the level of contamination that is 
expected to be detrimental to the majority of sediment-dwelling 
organisms.  Sediments exceeding the SEL are considered heavily 
contaminated (also see ‘PSQG’). 

Sheet Piles A group of steel sheets fitted together to form a retaining wall, able to 
resist lateral pressure from water or soil. 

Ship Loading/Unloading The movement of goods to/from onsite storage facilities to/from 
transportation watercraft. 

Shore Infilling See “Infilling”. 
Shrub Bluff A vegetation community near shore with steep to vertical exposure and 

subject to active soil disturbance.  Vegetation consists of ≤25% tree 
cover and >25% shrub cover.  

Significant Wildlife 
Habitat Technical Guide 
(SWHTG) 

A technical manual released by the Ontario Ministry of Natural 
Resources in 2000 that provides direction for the identification and 
evaluation of Significant Wildlife Habitat (“ecologically important” 
natural areas) for environmental professionals. 

Single-slip Option A Goderich Harbour Wharf Expansion design alternative involving the 
construction of a slipway the width of one freight vessel, for a total of 
two freighter docking areas in the outer harbour. 

Spawning Reef An underwater mound of loose rock designed to provide ideal 
fertilization and egg deposit habitat for some species of fish. 

Species at Risk A species that is in danger of becoming extinct (gone from the world) or 
extirpated (gone from a certain part of the world).  Species at risk are 
usually at risk because of environmental or human-induced changes to 
them or their habitat on a local, regional, or global scale. 

Surcharge The load supported above the level of the top of a retaining wall. 
Technically Preferred The design option (alternative) that best fulfills the requirements of the 

project while minimizing the potential effects on the environment. 
Terms of Reference (ToR) A document prepared by the proponent and submitted to the Ministry of 

Environment for approval.  The ToR sets out the framework for the 
planning and decision-making process to be followed by the proponent 
during the preparation of an environmental assessment. 

Threatened A wildlife species that is likely to become endangered if limiting factors 
are not reversed. 

Total Hydrocarbon (THC) The measure of all hydrocarbons emitted from an exhaust system. 
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Term Definition 
Hydrocarbons are organic molecules, sometimes in a gaseous form that 
contribute to air pollution as a result of the combustion of carbon-based 
fuel. 

Train Loading/Unloading The movement of goods to/from onsite storage facilities to/from 
railway-based transportation vehicles. 

Transport Canada Federal government agency responsible for the management of public 
transportation systems including air, marine, railways, and roadways. 

Truck Loading/Unloading The movement of goods to/from onsite storage facilities to/from road-
based transportation vehicles. 

Turbidity Curtain A floating barrier used to control silt and sediment dispersion in a body 
of water. 

Twin-slip Option A Goderich Harbour Wharf Expansion design alternative involving the 
construction of a slipway the width of two freight vessels, for a total of 
three freighter docking areas in the outer harbour. 

Unconfined Fill Uncontaminated fill (rubble, stones, concrete, brick and loose earth) 
according to criteria described in Fill Quality Guidelines and Best 
Management Practices for Shore Infilling in Ontario (MOE March 
2011). 

Warning Beacon A flashing traffic control signal used to reinforce signs or obstructions 
immediately adjacent to a roadway (also called a “Hazard Identification 
Beacon”). 

Waterlot A polygon feature that identifies a piece of land that underlies a water 
body. 

Water Chemistry The fundamental properties of water molecules (H2O) and reactivity 
with various other molecules such as alkali metals, alkali earth metals, 
halogens, hydrides, methane, oxides, and oxygen ions. 

Water Table The top zone of permanent soil saturation.  The water table may rise or 
fall seasonally, or it may be drawn down by the removal of water. 

Watershed The area and complete width of a drainage basin, usually named after 
the watercourse that flows through it. 

Wave Agitation The level of water buildup influencing wave height as a result of weather 
conditions. 

Wave Diffraction Change in the direction and intensities of waves after passing by an 
obstacle or through an aperture. 

Wetland Restoration Environmental management practices to facilitate the return of original 
wetland hydrology, vegetation, or functions, usually at site where 
wetlands have existed previously but have been impacted by prior 
surrounding land use. 

Wharf A level quayside area to which a ship may be moored to load and 
unload. 

Warping Dolphin See “Mooring Dolphin”. 
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Species Ranks 

GRANK Global Rank 

Global ranks are assigned by a consensus of the network of Conservation Data Centres, scientific experts, 
and The Nature Conservatory to designate a rarity rank based on the range-wide status of a species, 
subspecies or variety. 

The most important factors considered in assigning global ranks are the total number of known, extant 
sites world-wide, and the degree to which they are potentially or actively threatened with destruction.  
Other criteria include the number of known populations considered to be securely protected, the size of 
the various populations, and the ability of the taxon to persist at its known sites.  The taxonomic 
distinctness of each taxon has also been considered.  Hybrids, introduced species, and taxonomically 
dubious species, subspecies and varieties have not been included. 

Short Form Definition 

G1 Extremely rare; usually 5 or fewer occurrences in the overall range or very few 
remaining individuals; or because of some factor(s) making it especially vulnerable 
to extinction. 

G2 Very rare; usually between 5 and 20 occurrences in the overall range or with many 
individuals in fewer occurrences; or because of some factor(s) making it vulnerable 
to extinction. 

G3 Rare to uncommon; usually between 20 and 100 occurrences; may have fewer 
occurrences, but with a large number of individuals in some populations; may be 
susceptible to large-scale disturbances. 

G4 Common; usually more than 100 occurrences; usually not susceptible to immediate 
threats. 

G5 Very common; demonstrably secure under present conditions. 

GH Historic, no records in the past 20 years. 

GU Status uncertain, often because of low search effort or cryptic nature of the species; 
more data needed. 

GX Globally extinct.  No recent records despite specific searches. 

? Denotes inexact numeric rank (i.e. G4?). 

G A "G" (or "T") followed by a blank space means that the NHIC has not yet obtained 
the Global Rank from The Nature Conservancy. 

G? Unranked, or, if following a ranking, rank tentatively assigned (e.g. G3?). 

Q Denotes that the taxonomic status of the species, subspecies, or variety is 
questionable. 

T Denotes that the rank applies to a subspecies or variety. 
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SRANK Provincial Rank 

Provincial (or Sub-national) ranks are used by the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources Natural Heritage 
Information Centre (NHIC) to set protection priorities for rare species and natural communities. These 
ranks are not legal designations.  Provincial ranks are assigned in a manner similar to that described for 
global ranks, but consider only those factors within the political boundaries of Ontario. By comparing the 
global and provincial ranks, the status, rarity, and the urgency of conservation needs can be ascertained.  
The NHIC evaluates provincial ranks on a continual basis and produces updated lists at least annually. 

Short Form Definition 

S1 Critically Imperiled in Ontario because of extreme rarity (often 5 or fewer 
occurrences) or because of some factor(s) such as very steep declines making it 
especially vulnerable to extirpation. 

S2 Imperiled in Ontario because of rarity due to very restricted range, very few 
populations (often 20 or fewer occurrences) steep declines or other factors making 
it very vulnerable to extirpation. 

S3 Vulnerable in Ontario due to a restricted range, relatively few populations (often 
80 or fewer), recent and widespread declines, or other factors making it vulnerable 
to extirpation. 

S4 Apparently Secure—Uncommon but not rare; some cause for long-term concern 
due to declines or other factors. 

S5 Secure—Common, widespread, and abundant in Ontario. 

SX Presumed Extirpated—Species or community is believed to be extirpated from 
Ontario. 

SH Possibly Extirpated—Species or community occurred historically in Ontario and 
there is some possibility that it may be rediscovered. 

SNR Unranked—Conservation status in Ontario not yet assessed 

SU Unrankable—Currently unrankable due to lack of information or due to 
substantially conflicting information about status or trends. 

SNA Not Applicable—A conservation status rank is not applicable because the species 
is not a suitable target for conservation activities. 

S#S# Range Rank—A numeric range rank (e.g., S2S3) is used to indicate any range of 
uncertainty about the status of the species or community. Ranges cannot skip more 
than one rank (e.g., SU is used rather than S1S4). 
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COSEWIC Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada 

The Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada (COSEWIC) assesses the national status 
of wild species that are considered to be at risk in Canada. 

Status Definition 

Extinct (X) A wildlife species that no longer exists. 

Extirpated (XT) A wildlife species no longer existing in the wild in Canada, but occurring 
elsewhere. 

Endangered (E) A wildlife species facing imminent extirpation or extinction. 

Threatened (T) A wildlife species likely to become endangered if limiting factors are not reversed. 

Special Concern 
(SC) 

A wildlife species that may become a threatened or an endangered species because 
of a combination of biological characteristics and identified threats. 

Not at Risk (NAR) A wildlife species that has been evaluated and found to be not at risk of extinction 
given the current circumstances. 

Data Deficient (DD) A category that applies when the available information is insufficient (a) to resolve 
a wildlife species’ eligibility for assessment or (b) to permit an assessment of the 
wildlife species’ risk of extinction. 

 

COSSARO/OMNR Committee on the Status of Species at Risk in Ontario/Ontario Ministry of 
Natural Resources 

The Committee on the Status of Species at Risk in Ontario (COSSARO)/Ontario Ministry of Natural 
Resources (OMNR) assesses the provincial status of wild species that are considered to be at risk in 
Ontario. 

Status Definition 

Extinct (EXT) A species that no longer exists anywhere. 

Extirpated (EXP) A species that no longer exists in the wild in Ontario but still occurs elsewhere. 

Endangered 
(Regulated) 

(END–R) 

A species facing imminent extinction or extirpation in Ontario which has be 
regulated under Ontario’s Endangered Species Act. 

Endangered (END) A species facing imminent extinction or extirpation in Ontario which is a candidate 
for regulation under Ontario’s Endangered Species Act. 

Threatened (THR) A species that is at risk of becoming endangered in Ontario if limiting factors are 
not reversed. 
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COSSARO/OMNR Committee on the Status of Species at Risk in Ontario/Ontario Ministry of 
Natural Resources 

The Committee on the Status of Species at Risk in Ontario (COSSARO)/Ontario Ministry of Natural 
Resources (OMNR) assesses the provincial status of wild species that are considered to be at risk in 
Ontario. 

Status Definition 

Special Concern 
(SC) 

A species with characteristics that make it sensitive to human activities or natural 
events. 

Not at Risk (NAR) A species that has been evaluated and found to be not at risk. 

Data Deficient (DD) A species for which there is insufficient information for a provincial status 
recommendation. 
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Species Status under Federal Legislation 

SARA Species at Risk Act 

The Canada Species at Risk Act provides a framework for actions across Canada to ensure the survival of 
wildlife species and the protection of our natural heritage.  It sets out how to decide which species are a 
priority for action and what to do to protect a species.  It identifies ways governments, organizations and 
individuals can work together, and it establishes penalties for a failure to obey the law.  Regulated species 
are listed in Schedules 1, 2 and 3 of the Act. 

Schedule 1  

SARA (1) 

Species that are currently covered under the Act. 

Schedule 2  

SARA (2) 

Species that are endangered or threatened that have not been re-assessed by 
COSEWIC for inclusion on Schedule 1.  

Schedule 3 

SARA (3) 

Species that are of special concern that have not yet been re-assessed by COSEWIC 
for inclusion on Schedule 1. 

 

MBCA Migratory Birds Conservation Act 

The Canada Migratory Birds Conservation Act implements the Convention by protecting and conserving 
migratory birds – as populations and individual birds – and their nests.  Article 1 identifies the migratory 
game birds, migratory insectivorous birds and other migratory non-game birds regulated by the Act. 

 

FA Fisheries Act 

The Canada Fisheries Act enables the Department of Fisheries and Oceans to protect and manage fish and 
fish habitat.  Fish includes; parts of fish, shellfish, crustaceans, marine animals and any parts of shellfish, 
crustaceans or marine animals; and the eggs, sperm, spawn, larvae, spat and juvenile stages of fish, 
shellfish, crustaceans and marine mammals. 
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Species Status under Provincial Legislation 

ESA Endangered Species Act 

The Ontario Endangered Species Act provides for the conservation, protection, restoration and 
propagation of species of fauna and flora of the Province of Ontario that are threatened with extinction.  
Regulated species are listed in Ontario Regulation 338. 

Schedule No. Short 
Form 

Status 

Schedule 1  

ESA (1) 

EXT  The species of flora and fauna listed in Schedule 1 are declared to be 
threatened with extinction. 

Schedule 2  

ESA (2) 

EXP  The species of flora and fauna listed in Schedule 2 are declared to be 
extirpated. 

Schedule 3 

ESA (3) 

END  The species of flora and fauna listed in Schedule 3 are declared to be 
endangered. 

Schedule 4 

ESA (4) 

THR  The species of flora and fauna listed in Schedule 4 are declared to be 
threatened. 

Schedule 5 

ESA (5) 

SC  The species of flora and fauna listed in Schedule 5 are declared to be special 
concern. 
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FWCA Fish and Wildlife Conservation Act 

The Ontario Fish and Wildlife Conservation Act enables the Ministry of Natural Resources to protect and 
manage a broad range of fish and wildlife species.  Regulated fish and wildlife are listed as furbearing 
(F), game (G) or protected (P) in schedules to the Act. 

FWCA (F) Furbearing mammals (Schedule 1). 

FWCA (G) Game mammals (Schedule 2), birds (Schedule 3), reptiles (Schedule 4), and 
amphibians (Schedule 5).  

FWCA (SP) Specifically protect mammals (Schedule 6), birds (raptors) (Schedule 7), birds (other 
than raptors) (Schedule 8), reptiles (Schedule 9), amphibians (Schedule 10), and 
invertebrates (Schedule 11). 

 

PPS Provincial Policy Statement 

The Ontario Provincial Policy Statement is issued under the authority of Section 3 of the Planning Act.  It 
provides direction on matters of provincial interest related to land use planning and development, and 
promotes the provincial “policy-led” planning system.  The PPS enables the Province to protect 
significant natural heritage features and areas including the significant habitat of endangered and 
threatened species. 
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