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Held On: Friday, May 3, 2013 – 10:00 AM and 2:00 PM 
Held At: BMROSS’ office, 62 North Street, Goderich 
 
Present:     Jared Macbeth, Walpole Island First Nation 
    Sharilyn Johnston, Aamjiwnaang First Nation 
    Wilson Plain Jr., Aamjiwnaang First Nation 
    Janna Chegahno, Saugeen Ojibway Nation 
    Dave Gibson, Department of Fisheries and Oceans (DFO) 
    Rowland Howe, GPMC 
    Matt Pearson, BMROSS 
 Lisa Courtney, BMROSS 
 Grant Kauffman, LGL  
 Joe Cavallo, LGL 
 Connie Agnew, LGL 
Regrets: Sue Bressette, Kettle and Stony Point First Nation 
 Al Hamilton, GPMC 
 Michelle Whitmore, Ministry of the Environment (MOE)  

 
Purpose of Meeting: 

The purpose of this meeting was to update local First Nations on the Goderich Harbour Wharf Expansion 
EA and discuss next steps. 
 

No. Item Action 

1.0 Opening Remarks, Purpose of the Meeting and Agenda Review  

  Grant Kauffman, LGL chaired the meeting and welcomed 
participants.  Grant reviewed the purpose of the meeting and 
circulated the agenda for the meeting. 

 

2.0 Review of Minutes of January 15, 2013 Meeting  

  Grant circulated hard copies of the minutes from the January 
15, 2013 meeting (meeting #2), and noted that it was the 
study team’s intention to post the final minutes on the project 
website. 

 Action items from the January meeting were reviewed.  Most 
action items have been addressed.  A study team meeting 
with SON and an open house event at Aamjiwnaang will be 
arranged once MOUs between First Nations communities 
and GPMC have been signed. 

 It was agreed that meeting participants would review minutes 
from meeting #2 and provide comments by May 10, 2013.   

 Comments on 
minutes to be sent 
to LGL by May 10, 
2013. 

 LGL to post 
minutes on project 
website. 
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3.0 Update on Project Status – technical reports, EA document, 
consultation activities, provincial funding for project, etc. 

 

  Grant provided an update on the preparation of EA technical 
reports, confirming that all reports have now been completed.  
The noise report is currently undergoing a peer review, and 
once completed, a copy of the final report will be circulated to 
meeting attendees. 

 The EA report contains seven chapters, with six chapters 
having been completed and under review by the study team.  
The remaining chapter documents the consultation 
undertaken during the EA and will be updated based on on-
going consultation activities. 

 Rowland explained that the re-profiling of funds from MTO for 
this project were included in the provincial budget introduced 
May 1, 2013. 

 Wilson inquired about the funding availability should an 
election be called. 

 Rowland hopes that the funding would still be available as 
there is a lot of support for the project.  Existing harbour 
infrastructure has recently been improved, including the south 
pier and south breakwater, with plans for improvements to 
the north pier and breakwater to be completed in 2013. 

 Grant indicated that the new deadline for submission of the 
EA report to MOE is September 2013.  The report needs to 
be submitted to MOE in September in order to not jeopardize 
the availability of funding relative to the proposed 
construction schedule.  The study team is doing their best to 
expedite completion of project deliverables and we are asking 
that all parties involved in the project do their best to make 
this project a priority. 

 Noise and Vibration 
report to be 
provided following 
peer review. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

4.0 First Nations’ Perspective  

  Sharilyn indicated that Aamjiwnaang is interested in hosting 
an open house for the study team.  She suggested that 
display boards could be set up a few days in advance of the 
event presenting the project, fisheries compensation 
opportunities, results of the archaeology, cultural and built 
heritage studies, etc.  Sharilyn also recommended that the 
study team consider doing a 20-25 minute presentation 
during a casual meal time. 

 Jared advised that at Walpole Island the study team could 
plan to attend an Ecosystem Circle.  Ecosystem Circles are 

 LGL to contact 
Christine Rogers at 
Aamjiwnaang to 
organize open 
house details. 

 LGL to follow up 
with Jared 
regarding 
attendance at the 
Heritage Centre 
Committee meeting 
May 21/13, and 
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typically held on Mondays or Tuesdays from 6-8 PM.  
Bringing a few display boards would be good, but in this 
forum a verbal presentation would be better received by 
committee members.  Jared asked that the study team 
prepare a brief fact sheet to distribute to participants.  The 
Ecosystem Circle will be a good opportunity to discuss 
compensation plans with respect to Swan Lake Wetland. 

 Jared also indicated that the study team could consider 
attending WIFN’s Heritage Centre Committee meeting on 
May 21, 2013.  This would be a good opportunity to present 
the project to Jared’s colleagues at the Heritage Centre. 

 Janna indicated that at this time SON is not ready for the 
study team to visit their communities.  SON’s Environmental 
Office first needs to review the project details and the 
techncial reports that have been submitted.  Janna advised 
that there may be an opportunity for the study team’s 
consultation directly with SON communities depending on the 
communities’ interest in the project. 

 Grant again offered that the technical report authors could 
meet with SON to discuss reports as required. 

date for Ecosystem 
Circle. 
 

 Post-meeting Note 
– Jared advised 
that the study team 
did not need to 
attend WIFN’s 
Heritage Centre 
Committee on May 
21/13. 
 

5.0 Memorandum of Understanding – Q and A, next steps  

  Rowland circulated a final draft of the MOUs to each 
community representative prior to the meeting. 

 Janna provided feedback/comments on SON’s MOU and 
asked if each MOU was the same? 

 Rowland advised that the MOU between Aamjiwnaang and 
GPMC is slightly different as there was a difference in the 
budget items. 

 Janna inquired about the payment terms in the MOU. 

 Rowland advised that GPMC has decided on payment net 30 
days for invoices received rather than paying a lump sum up 
front. 

 Sharilyn asked that SON share the results of their peer 
review of the EA technical reports with Aamjiwnaang.  
Sharilyn indicated that Aamjiwnaang is most interested in the 
archaeology report. 

 Grant confirmed that no artifacts were found as historically 
the study area has been disturbed numerous times. 

 The group did a page turn review of the MOUs and noted 
comments/concerns as applicable. 

 Rowland to revise 
and recirculate 
MOUs. 

 Matt to visit S. 
Bressette and 
provide project 
update and inquire 
about interest in 
entering into MOU 
with GPMC. 
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 Sharilyn and Jared both advised that they were prepared to 
move forward with continued participation and engagement in 
the project. 

 Janna advised that SON would not start their peer review of 
technical reports until the MOU had been signed.  Once the 
final draft of the MOU has been received from GPMC she 
will, depending on timing, take it to either the joint Band 
Council or the individual Band Councils for endorsement. 

 Kettle and Stony Point First Nation have not responded 
regarding an MOU.  Matt offered to visit Sue Bressette in 
person to provide a project update and inquire about their 
interest in entering into an MOU with GPMC. 

6.0 Fish Habitat Compensation Strategy  

  Joe provided an update on project opportunities, including a 
brief description of the Swan Lake Wetland he and Connie 
visited with Jared, Clint Jacobs and Carl Smith Sr. on April 2, 
2013. 

 Jared continued explaining that this wetland on St. Anne’s 
Island would be a demonstration site for the community.  
Although WIFN has arrangements with several funding 
partners already they are encouraged by GPMC’s interest in 
participating in this wetland restoration project.  Jared can 
provide a summary of the funding WIFN has in hand and the 
funding opportunities they have applied for along with the 
work plan that has been developed for restoration activities. 

 Dave Gibson noted that for DFO to consider any works at this 
wetland as part of the overall compensation strategy public 
access and improvements to SAR habitat would need to be 
considered and demonstrated. 

 Sharilyn pointed out that St. Anne’s Island is part of the Area 
of Concern recognized in the St. Clair River remedial action 
plan, and that if the study team or DFO need further 
information they should contact April White, Remedial Action 
Plan Program (RAP) Officer, Great Lakes Area of Concern, 
Environment Canada. 

 Dave Gibson indicated that any improvements that could be 
made to water quality would be considered a bonus to the 
fisheries compensation strategy. 

 Joe briefly described the biodiversity study that WIFN and 
LGL have discussed. 

 Jared to provide 
summary of funding 
WIFN has 
received/applied for 
regarding Swan 
Lake wetland 
restoration project. 
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 Rowland asked Dave Gibson what the study team need to 
provide to secure DFO approval for the compensation 
strategy. 

 Dave explained that there are new regulations regarding the 
information required by DFO, and that once this information 
has been received there is a regulated timeline for DFO to 
provide a response.  The regulations have been posted in the 
Canada Gazette and will likely be approved sometime in July. 

 Joe continued with his description of compensation project 
opportunities by providing an overview of Aamjiwnaang’s 
Sturgeon Reef Enhancement project.  This is a bi-national 
project on the Detroit River focussing on improving habitat for 
Sturgeon and Lake Whitefish. 

 Jared and Rowland had an exchange regarding the 
opportunity for WIFN to collaborate with GPMC on stone 
purchase as WIFN is looking at some shoreline protection 
projects and wondered if they could use the same stone 
source being used for the wharf in-fill. 

 Dave Gibson advised that the rock revetment portion of the 
expanded wharf can be considered towards the overall fish 
compensation along with any SAR habitat that may be 
created by the revetment wall. 

 Janna indicated that SON has not been involved in fish 
compensation projects before and that she did not have any 
opportunities to suggest for consideration in the overall 
compensation strategy.  SON’s fisheries specialist has 
reviewed the project details and wonders how the loss of lake 
habitat is measured against wetland creation. 

 Joe noted that based on professional experience LGL will be 
making an assumption about the habitat assessment and 
alteration points each compensation project will be worth 
against the points generated by the loss of habitat created by 
the in-fill.  This will be presented in the compensation strategy 
for DFO endorsement. 

 Sharilyn suggested that another project to consider would be 
riparian planting works along Telford Creek.  There is limited 
bank cover along this watercourse and riparian plantings 
would help lower water temperatures, benefitting the fish 
community. 

 Dave confirmed that DFO would consider this beneficial. 

 Joe advised that he had spoken with Sue Bressette from 
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Kettle and Stony Point First Nation and she had indicated that 
she would be providing potential compensation opportunities 
prior to the May 3, 2013 meeting. 

 Joe’s last project highlights concerned the Maitland Valley 
Conservation Authority’s Garvey/Glenn Headwater 
Restoration project.  This project has been designed to 
attenuate flash floods in headwater areas, support Brook 
Trout in mid-lower reaches and to undertake channel 
realignments in select areas.  The Town of Goderich is also 
interested in addressing issues at stormwater outfalls 
throughout the Town, including two at the Maitland Golf Club. 

 Dave confirmed that the study team can make assumptions 
about the areas of new habitat in order to balance the points 
received by the in-fill project. 

7.0 Next Steps  

  Once comments have been received from SON’s technical 
reviewers Connie will create a comment/response matrix to 
track issues/concerns with EA technical reports. 

 

8.0 Next Meeting  

  Next meeting tentatively proposed for Friday, July 12, 2013 
10 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

 
If there are any errors or omissions, please advise Connie Agnew at cagnew@lgl.com within seven days 
of the issuance of these minutes.  Please note that these minutes, once finalized, will be available to the 
public.  
 
Minutes prepared by LGL Limited. 
The Minutes were distributed for review on June 18, 2013.  


